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Progressio is the official publica-
tion of the Christian Life
Community (CLC). It seeks to build
community, supplement formation,
and promote apostolic works. By
publishing stories, reflections,
events and opinions, it endeavors
to reinforce, challenge and deepen
the community’s understanding
and living of the CLC Charism,
Ignatian Spirituality and the gospel
values

ABOUT OUR LOGO

We did not go too far to find inspiration
for the logo of the Christian Life
Community (CLC). Countless books have
been written about the Salvation history
of CLC and its beginning in year 1563.
From that came the Marian
Congregations and its symbol (shown on
the top right), having the “P” over the
“X” (for the Greek Christus) and the
inserted “M” illustrates that the
Congregations were put under the
patronage of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
The blue curved line illustrates a
movement forward to one World
Community in 1967; hence the globe.
From this new beginning came a new
name: Communauté de Vie Chrétienne
(CVX) in French; Comunidad de Vida
Cristiana (CVX) in Spanish; Christian
Life Community (CLC) in English.

CLC General Assembly 2023 Logo

The logo of the World Assembly in Amiens1 is inspired by that of CLC in France, which shows three char-
acters walking on a path, like the Emmaus companions in search of new hope.
In the CLC France logo background, we see the sun, of a characteristic yellow. 
For the world gathering in Amiens, the sun in the background is replaced by the Earth, which the three
characters are invited to roam. They just have to follow the path that winds freely around the globe.
Indeed, the hope of the Gospel promises more than a better future: it announces that the Kingdom is
already here, living in and around us. 
It is up to us to explore the world to find God in all things!
Therefore, just like the Magi who walked under the guidance of a star, the three characters in the logo
advance towards the world with their eyes fixed on the dove, which guides them along the way.
Trusting, they follow it: the texts in the Bible see the dove as a messenger of hope and a sign of the Holy
Spirit.
The dove is also known to announce peace. It evokes so many men, women and children who are hoping
for an end to war. They remind us that the discernment of paths for hope is not an abstract issue.
The yellow of the path is that of the sun that illuminates the CLC in France logo.
The tones of the colors have been chosen carefully; the blue-green tone harmonizes with the sunny, warm
yellow. Blue suggests the spiritual dimension; green suggests hope.
The titles are handwritten, and some elements are neither regular, centered nor precise, 
• just as with the irregular stroke of the original CLC in France logo, 
• just as with the spirit of Creation:  Nothing is straight or square... but it is so beautiful!2
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As members of the pilgrim People of
God, we have received from Christ the
mission of being his witnesses before

all people by our attitudes, words, and ac-
tions… Our life is essentially apostolic. The
field of CLC mission knows no limits. (G.P
Nº8)

Mission is what gives meaning to our lives. It
speaks to us of an identity, of searching, of
dreams. It takes us out of our own love, de-
sires, and interests (Saint Ignatius) to meet the
other. And it is not necessary to believe that
only those who are doing fancy things or are
perfectly organized have a mission. Daily life
is a place of mission. And all it takes is an atti-
tude, a word or an action that has the flavor of
the Gospel. 

At the General Assembly in Lebanon (2013),
the assembled delegates decided (after dis-
cernment) to invite the World Community to
focus its actions on four frontiers: Globaliza-
tion and Poverty, Ecology, Family and Youth.
In the previous issue (1&2/2021) we shared
stories on the first two frontiers. This time, we
close a cycle of reviewing these specific fields
of mission by asking some communities to
share with us how the fundamental message of
the Buenos Aires Assembly has influenced
their work with Families and Youth. I invite
you to enjoy so much shared and dedicated
life. There is so much creativity and desire to
accompany processes present in these pages.
Therein lies the value of mission: to respond to
the needs of others.

If the mission is important, the source that
feeds and sustains it is even more so. A few
months ago, we were able to participate in an
event that presented a restoration of original
manuscripts from some of the founding docu-
ments of the Society of Jesus and of Ignatian
spirituality. Imagine with us the emotion and
meaning involved in looking closely at an
original edition of the Spiritual Exercises! 

Often the Spiritual Exercises are the gateway
to discerning our mission or our responses to
the reality we face. But at times the response
must be immediate or in the face of extreme
and previously unimaginable situations. This
is what the National Executive Council of
CLC inPoland is talking about when it shares

with us a few lines on the sense-
lessness being experienced with
the war in Ukraine. May it also
serve as a reminder not to forget
so many other places that have
been suffering from war for sever-
al years. May our daily prayer be
for peace!

Formation is becoming a transver-
sal dimension of our CLC identity.
It is increasingly necessary so that
our mission, whatever it may be,
can generate a better evangelical
impact. Preparing ourselves to serve and to
love better is of critical importance. Mission
and formation go hand in hand. Alwin Macalal-
ad shares with us his first impressions of the
Global Formation Encounter in Manresa. 

The theme of the Buenos Aires General As-
sembly was CLC: a gift for the Church and the
world. In Section 4, you will find some expres-
sions of this gift shared with the Church. 

At the end, a remembrance of Fr Patrick Sulli-
van SJ who died earlier in 2022. He served as
World Vice Ecclesiastical Assistant of CLC.
Those who knew him and worked with him
agree in remembering him as a wonderful man
and a spiritual friend. 

Throughout the public life of Jesus, his mis-
sion was the proclamation of the good news
through attitudes, words, and deeds. Our daily
life is a space for us to continue to grow in our
Christian being. Together we walk a journey to
a holiness, faithful to God’s call. Let us contin-
ue to live with our eyes open to reality. With
passion and joy, let us make ourselves avail-
able to serve.

When we launch the next issue of this maga-
zine the Christian Life Community will have
held its General Assembly (August 2023 in
France). At Amiens, we want to witness to the
Risen One and to advance in our discernment.
We want to continue to offer paths of hope. We
know that God continues to call us to mission.
Perhaps it is time to look more closely at the
means, the resources, the how, so that we can
serve him better, more faithfully and more
fruitfully. We count on your prayers for this
Assembly. See you next time!

Manuel Martínez Arteaga
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SECTION 1

Buenos Aires across
the frontiers:

Family and Youth



We, CLC in Japan, are a small group
reflecting the number of Catholics
in our country (0.35 percent of pop-

ulation), and also an aged community (young
people under 35 years old represent less than
10 percent). While there are few remarkable
initiatives for youth in CLC inJapan, this arti-
cle will describe some encounters and bonds
that one of our groups made at a frontier.

Birth of  a CLC group in
mission

On March 11, 2011, a massive earthquake and
tsunami hit northeastern Japan, resulting in a
serious accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nu-
clear power plant. As a result, a huge number
of residents left their hometown; thousands of
them settled in Tokyo and its environs. To help
and support the evacuees, some of the faithful
in a parish in the Archdiocese of Tokyo gath-
ered with their rich experience of assisting the
homeless. That is how our
Group Kirakira-Boshi was
born. Kirakira-Boshi means a
twinkling star that we consid-
ered as a symbol of hope stand-
ing by mothers and children;
most of the displaced families
consisted of mothers and chil-
dren, while fathers stayed at
Fukushima so as not to lose
their means of livelihood. 
Since then, members of Kiraki-
ra-Boshi have supported fami-
lies in difficulty, both financial-
ly and mentally. The evacuees
suffered from various experi-
ences of separation and loss:
family, friends, house, nature,
hometown…, they lost every-
thing that had made up their
lives. Moreover, they suffered
from prejudice and discrimina-
tion, even psychological vio-
lence: children were called
dirty germs at school, mothers

Go to the borders and create a home

CLC in Japan 
Kirakira-Boshi

were accused of exaggerating the danger of
nuclear power and of hindering the reconstruc-
tion of Fukushima. In order to accompany
them with a sense of discernment and to sup-
port each other in prayer, members of Kiraki-
ra-Boshi chose to be a CLC community.

The youth who stayed beside
the children

Since its beginning, Kirakira-Boshi often or-
ganized a charity bazaar for evacuees. The
group also offered free consultations as well as
various study groups for mothers. What about
the children? Learning support was one of its
main activities. In fact, the evacuee children
found themselves far behind their classmates
at schools in Tokyo; there was no place to do
their homework in their temporary homes.

In order to make a learning support space and
also to offer excursions, our group absolutely

A flea market
organized by
Kirakira-Boshi (2014)

The CLC Kirakira-
Boshi group was born
in 2011 in Tokyo, first
as a volunteer network
to help Fukushima
refugee families, and
then became a CLC
community. It

continues to support
the refugees:

especially with regard
to the Fukushima
lawsuits (victims'

claims against Tepco
and the state) in
recent times.



needed the help of young people. Fortunately,
some university students, most of whom were
not Christians, joined us. They were full of en-
ergy and ready to cheer up children. Some
Catholic high school students joined us too.
All these young people enriched our programs
for the children. 

Among them, there was a young CLC mem-
ber. Chisono was so drawn to the joy of work-
ing for children that she changed her profes-
sional orientation. She found herself delighted
whenever a child broke into a big smile and his
or her mother was pleased to see it. Every time
she saw such a scene, Chisono’s desire to as-
sist them was renewed. She discovered a deep
aspiration to serve others and finally chose to
become a preschool teacher. 

Such was our encounter with the youth. Pope
Francis says: “Young people can offer the
Church the beauty of youth by renewing her
ability to ‘rejoice with new beginnings, to give
unreservedly of herself, to be renewed and to
set out for ever greater accomplishments’”.
(Christus Vivit, 37).

A young man who once was an
evacuee child 
Seven years after the disaster, evacuee fami-
lies needed less help than before, such as char-
ity bazaar, free consultation and learning sup-
port. And yet, we found a teenager sunk in the
midst of darkness during a convivial meal.
Matsuki, an evacuee, came to Tokyo at the age
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An instructive workshop for refugee mothers (2015)A flea market organized by Kirakira-Boshi (2014)

The Kirakira-Boshi with Vice Ecclesiastical Assistant of CLC in Japan
(center) [Fr. Nakai disguising himself as Santa Claus]

The school support space (2011)
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of eight with his mother and younger brother.
Being terribly bullied at the elementary
school, he concealed his identity at his junior
high school as well as at his high school. How-
ever, he felt seriously torn apart, and he could
no longer bear his false self. During the meal,
he confided to us. Then one of our members
suggested to him to write a letter to Pope Fran-
cis. Matsuki is not Catholic, but this idea
cheered him up. He wrote a letter about his
suffering and asked the Holy Father to visit
Japan in order to encourage the people of
Fukushima. To our surprise, he received a re-
ply from the Holy See and was invited to the
papal audience in spring 2019.

Since then, Matsuki speaks about his ex-
periences in public to raise awareness of
the danger of nuclear power. A silent
child has become a young man who ex-
presses himself in his real name. He,
who had been crushed by evil in the
world — crucified in a sense — has risen
like the little girl of Talitha koumi or the
paralyzed man carried by four men.

Create a home

Pope Francis invites us to go to the
frontiers; it is among the evacuee fami-
lies that the Kirakira-Boshi group was
born. The members have tirelessly
made gestures of goodwill for them,
expressing that “you are precious to
us”. It is their deepest desire and the
perpetual prayers of the Kirakira-Boshi

members to build and keep bonds with those
families. They created an open community, or
a “home” so to speak, where a child became a
witness and a young woman found the orienta-
tion of her life. The youth gathered around this
home, knowing that they could truly serve oth-
ers and would really be needed there.

To conclude, we quote again from Christ is
Alive: “To create a home is to let prophecy
take flesh and make our hours and days less
cold, less indifferent and anonymous. It is to
create bonds by simple, everyday acts that all
of us can perform.” (217).

On this page:
- Matsuki, his family
and the Kirakira-Boshi
with the Pope (2019)

- Matsuki, his family
and the Kirakira-Boshi
with the Pope (2019)
[Matsuki on the right]

      



CLC in Portugal (CVX-P)
began working with young
people (‘CVX-U’) very

much as the result of CLC parents
looking for solutions for their
teenaged children, who felt the de-
sire to be part of something similar
to CLC but independent from
what their parents were doing (that
sweet rebellion so typical of
teenage years). Around 2005-
2007, with the precious help of Fr.
Hermínio Rico SJ, ex-World Vice-
Assistant, a few adult CLCers
launched a three-year program
targeting college students, struc-
tured around the Spiritual Exercis-
es and using CLC’s modus

operandi (small communities, meetings every
fortnight). Relying on standardized prayer

guidelines, participants were invited to discern
their relationship with God (Principle & Foun-
dation) in the first year, to develop an intimate
friendship with Jesus (2nd Week) in the sec-
ond year, and to deepen the understanding of
the CLC General Principles with a view to
making an informed commitment to CLC in
the third year.

Although CVX-U was not ‘formally’ part of
CVX-P, the working team was composed of
adult CLCers and participants who completed
the three-year program were welcomed as full-
fledged members of CVX-P. The CVX-U
community also benefited from regular forma-
tion meetings for the entire group, as well as
informal gatherings so much needed in this
age range. It bears saying that the entire expe-
rience greatly benefited from the very good
pastoral work done by the Portuguese Jesuits

CLC in Portugal
Experience with Youth

Carla Rebelo
CLC in Portugal



in their University centers, which functioned
as meeting points for the groups. In fact, CVX-
U was a particularly good example of collabo-
ration between CLC and the Society of Jesus,
with both parties gaining new things from the
partnership. The program worked across most
of Portugal’s regions. However, Lisbon was
the most successful one, with CVX-U gather-
ing more than 200 members at some point. 

The fruits were immense for the entire com-
munity and go beyond the obvious impact of
helping to lower CVX-P’s average age range.
In fact, although groups did tend to lose mem-
bers over the three-year period, those who
eventually moved on had a very clear grasp of
what the CLC charism is about, notably the
importance of regularly doing the Spiritual
Exercises. Nurturing members at such a young
age with the right ‘food’ naturally leads them
to get closer to the Profile of the CLC person
we know from CLC Charism. So, in addition
to having increased the number of groups in
the range below 40 years, CVX-P also gained
new, young and strongly committed members. 

Having said this, as Pope Francis likes to put
it, reality is larger than ideas and, most of the
time, tends to impose itself. As time evolved

over this past decade, circumstances have
changed. On one hand, college undergraduate
courses saw their duration shortened to three
years due to the Bologna regime, which the
third-year students traditionally spent in the
Erasmus program (one semester spent abroad
which meant that students live away from
home for the first time). This resulted in in-
creased dispersion, leading many participants
to interrupt their CVX-U path for good. On the
other hand, preferences of younger people, at
least in college years, appeared to have drifted
towards reinforcing catechesis and doctrinal
content to the detriment of a more spiritual ex-
perience as the one offered by CLC. In fact, as
of today, we are noticing that interest in CLC
is showing up at a later stage, as these young
adults begin their professional lives (22-25
years). At the level of Regional Service Teams,
this shift has raised the question – still unan-
swered – of whether it still pays to have differ-
entiated and specific offers for younger peo-
ple. Again in Lisbon, for instance, people in
the 22-25 year range are being invited to form
regular CLC groups instead of CVX-U, but al-
ways ensuring age homogeneity in the group. 

The earlier CVX-U experience along with the
most recent discussions do point in two direc-

Carla Rebelo is CLC
member since 1998,

Permanent
Commitment since
2007. Has been a

group coordinator for 20
years and currently
guides two other

groups. Has been CLC
in Portugal President

since 2017



tions, when it comes to lessons learned. On one
hand, we need to recognize that young adults
have struggles of their own which place them a
bit apart from the reality of older people, who
tend to enjoy more stabilized family and work
lives. Young adults need a specific ‘habitat’ to
flourish and find their own identity – a clear
sign of this is their lower participation level in
the activities of the enlarged community as they
find it difficult to mix around with older
crowds. This difference needs to be respected
and worked upon if we are to find bridges be-
tween the two groups. In the absence of an ex-
perience such as CVX-U, this may mean a clos-
er, tailor-made accompaniment of these
younger groups by the service teams. 

On the other, CVX-U also highlights the impor-
tance of collaboration between CLC and the
Society of Jesus, especially Jesuits directly in-
volved in College work. In retrospect, looking
at the success of CVX-U’s earlier years, it is
impossible to segregate between the specificity
of CLC’s spiritual offer and the high-powered
attraction of Jesuit university centers, given
their joyful environments and out-of-the box
pastoral approaches. It was not one or the other
that made the difference, it was the combina-
tion of both that ultimately proved successful.
That this model – or variations of it – can be
used to leverage both parties’ common goal of
working with young people, as stated by CLC’s
Lebanon Assembly as well as by the Society’s
Apostolic Preferences, would certainly be won-
derful news. 

Original: English



younger generations find them-
selves a little lost vs what they are
used to in very organized periodic
activities in the MEJ – EYM.

These are the motives as well as
the barriers to join and commit to
local communities. It’s important
to mention that we do have an im-
plicit categorization of youth less
than 25 years old and young
adults from 25 to 35 years old.
Through the survey and several
organized and unorganized dis-
cussions with the “young commu-
nity members”, the national com-

This is the core of the Youth Dilemma in
joining CLC in Egypt.

They express a deep need to join CLC for the
sake of having a supporting community that
can help them share their daily challenges and
encourage them to deepen their spiritual life.
However, the very same life challenges and re-
sponsibilities are the main barriers discourag-
ing them.

One of the main challenges facing “young” lo-
cal communities is commitment, as they ex-
pressed through a recently circulated survey.

The contrast between their lifestyle as stu-
dents and as completely responsible adults
with all the life challenges and disturbance
put them in a turbulent transition state where
they experience a new phase of difficulty in
living their faith.

Since the majority of the new generation join-
ing CLC were members of MEJ -EYM (Mou-
vement Eucharistique des Jeunes - Eucharistic
Youth Movement)1, they face difficulty to be
part of a mature spiritual Local Community.
As CLC Local Communities are more au-
tonomous in their meetings and activities,

“Youth” and CLC in Egypt
Between the deep need for a supporting community

and the challenges to join it.

1 https://www.popesprayer.va/what-is-eym/

Workshop with MEJ - YEM on Communal discernment following Buenos Aires process

Inji Fayez, President of CLC in
Egypt. I am a wife, a mother of 3
lovely children, a dentist and the
coordinator of the Arabic version of 

"Pray As You Go".”

Marie-Claire El Gohary 
Egyptian of 42 years old, 
a wife and mother of 1 child 

Business Development Manager 
President of Cairo committee of 

CLC in Egypt 
Former member and National
Director of EYM - MEJ Egypt

Inji Fayez
CLC in Egypt

Marie-Claire El Gohary
CLC in Egypt



munity now has a clearer vision of their
needs.

For approaching those needs, we chose three
main pathways; the first pathway is expand-
ing our communication channels and visibili-
ty; the second pathway is facilitating more
relevant and convenient spiritual experiences;
and the third pathway is sharing and dissemi-
nating Ignatian tools and spirituality.

As for the first pathway, the national commu-
nity gives much more attention than before to
social media channels mainly for more visibil-
ity of CLC activities. We opened direct chan-
nels of communication with the “young local
communities” to encourage them to express
their needs and to encourage them to engage
more in the national community events.

For the second pathway, the Jesuits of the
Middle East have assigned to us the responsi-
bility of implementing the Arabic version of
“Pray As You Go”[2], Fi Tariqi Osally[3] since
December 2019. It’s a daily audio Ignatian
meditation in 10 to 15 minutes. We have lots
of testimonies from the younger generation
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2 https://pray-as-you-go.org/
3 https://fi-tariqi-osally.org/



process. We discovered the need to share the
Ignatian tools, which we live deeply in CLC
but which are not yet well understood by
young communities.

We aim to deepen our actions in the same
pathways with more attention to encouraging
youth to engage actively in different activities
including spiritual discussions of different top-
ics that affect their faith and life.

The openness and online presence are one of
our future goals. We already offered the organ-
ized youth retreat beyond CLC members. 

The main questions we are facing now: Is CLC
in its form suitable for university students of
today? Will they be able to be proactive mem-
bers of the national community? Or do we
need to offer a special CLC for university stu-
dents? Do we have the resources to do it? 

What we can offer now in CLC in Egypt is an
open house that welcomes each and every one
as they are and receives what they can offer,
without expectations and without pressure, en-
joying every event in the presence of each oth-
er and in the presence of God.

Inji Fayez & Marie-Claire El Gohary
Original: English
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that the app is helping them in their personal
prayers and in finding God in everything.

In January 2021, the national community or-
ganized an online spiritual exercise in daily
life that lasted four months. The attendees
were of a wide age range; several leaders from
MEJ - EYM joined, which positively impacted
the CLC and (MEJ - EYM) communities and
somehow put us on the same page for spiritual
formation. This experience encouraged (MEJ -
EYM) leaders who attended the retreat to ask
for the CLC accompaniment in some of their
spiritual formation activities.

In 2022, we organized a youth retreat for one
month. The participants started by attending a
weekend of prayers and meditations, then
were accompanied to do daily meditations in
life followed by a final weekend. They showed
great interest in the experience and a sincere
desire to repeat it or do a similar one.

Since some CLC members are also still in-
volved in MEJ - EYM, this helps us to build
bridges with this younger Ignatian movement,
thus working on the third pathway. CLC man-
aged to organize a workshop on communal
discernment for MEJ - EYM leaders. Through
this workshop, we managed to share our expe-
rience of living a communal discernment in
CLC in Egypt inspired by the Buenos Aires

- On the other page
from top to bottom:
Attendees of spiritual
retreat for youth and
their sharing (second
picture)
- Between the pages:
Young CLC in Egypt
meeting online.
- Above on this page:
Young CLC in Egypt 



age of all the conferences held. This made the
Meeting unique and extraordinary. All were
made to feel very welcome and invited to par-
ticipate and contribute to a common mission.
The community spirit was so obvious and
clear in the faces of the many participants. 

The theme of the meeting was “Family Love, a
vocation and a path to Holiness”. The experi-
ences shared made it clear that the marriage
vocation is a path to holiness.

In his speech during the opening of the confer-
ence, the pope encouraged us to start the jour-
ney from where we are at present, to journey
together as couples and as families, with other
families and with the church. The pope ex-
pressed his wish that the church would be like
the good Samaritan, who reaches out to those
in need to start or continue with their journey. 

The Pope suggested a few steps forward, re-
flecting on the testimonies given earlier on in
the evening.
1. A step forward – towards marriage – to an

unmarried couple who have four children
(whom they baptised), but who could not
find a Christian community who would
support them with open arms.

2. A step forward – to embrace the cross – to
a couple that had lost their daughter fol-
lowing an illness, and who did not despair
but remained open to the God’s plan them.

3. A step forward – towards forgiveness – to
a couple who had gone through the experi-
ence of infidelity, but who, through the

World Meeting of Families

Family Love, a vocation and a path to holiness
Our experience at the World Meeting of Families held at the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican.

Marina and I have been married for
thirty-nine years and have a son and
a daughter and two grandchildren.

We have been members of a Christian Life
Community group since our early adult life
and the community has accompanied us, with
love and support through our life experiences.
Our CLC group, called RODS, is the amalga-
mation of two groups called Reaching Out and
Diaspora Solidali and has been meeting for
over forty years. For many years we led Mar-
riage Preparation courses organised by a local
church agency called CANA Movement.

This year’s World Meeting of Families, the
tenth one, was held in the Vatican between
Wednesday 22nd June and Sunday 26th June
and was attended by about two thousand fam-
ilies together with clergy from all over the
world. Communities and parishes worldwide
were following closely through the live cover-

Below and on the other
page, from right to left:

- The Mamo family;

- WMF Meeting with the
Pope

On the other page:

- Missionary Sending of
Families

Alex and Marina
Mamo (CLC in Malta)
with Manuel Martínez
(World CLC Executive

Secretary)



help of a lay persons managed to save their
marriage.

4. A step forward – towards welcome – to the
large family who opened their home to a
mother and daughter who had to leave
their country because of war, supporting
them in all their needs.

5. A step forward – towards fraternity – to the
widow of a diplomat, whose husband was
killed whilst on a diplomatic mission. The
couple did not embrace the same religion
but, through their love and commitment,
lived through a very happy marriage.

The meeting consisted of a number of confer-
ences that dealt with all imaginable topics re-
lated to married life, from the preparation for
marriage, the collaboration between couples
and the clergy, collaboration between young
and older couples, the fragility of love be-
tween married couples, unfaithfulness and for-
giveness, interfaith marriages, adoption and
fostering of children, the role of grandparents
in the family, being open to the needs of others
around us, etc. 

During each conference a number of couples
shared their life experiences in a very deep and
many times, moving way, showing their faith,
love and commitment to their mission. 

We got the feeling that a number of the cou-
ples sharing their experiences were modern
day Saints who could be added to the saintly
families mentioned in the book “Holiness in
Families around the world” compiled by the
Decastery for Laity, Family and Life (Libreria
Editrice Vaticana 2022), that was distributed
during the meeting.

All the conferences and sharing of experiences
are available on www.romefamily2022.com
and on You Tube. We encourage CLC groups
to take the time to hear some of them, particu-
larly those who may be more in line with the
mission to which they feel called. 

As we mentioned earlier on, the World Meet-
ing of Families was being held in Rome and si-
multaneously, all around the world. In fact, on
one of the evenings, all the participants were
sent to different parishes outside the Vatican,
twenty five buses in all!. Together with the par-
ticipants from Hungary, Mozambique and Por-
tugal we went to a parish outside the Vatican,
where we met the parish priest and other priests
as well as a group of lay people who do pas-
toral work within the parish and who were fol-
lowing the Meeting being held in the Vatican.
We prayed together, sang together and finally

ate together,
enjoying a spir-
it of fraternity.

Following a
contemplation
on the story of
the Wedding at
Cana, we were
struck by the
invitation to
fill our jars
with the multi-
tude of small
gestures that
we as couples
are invited to
do in our
everyday life,
like rediscov-
ering the beau-
ty of us as a
couple, by wel-
coming and
apprecia t ing
others. He
wants us to fill
the jars with
prayer when
we feel we
don’t have
time for prayer
or perhaps
when we have
forgotten how
to pray. He
wants us to fill
the jars with
fo rg iveness ,
even though at
times we feel
that it is very
difficult if not
impossible to
forgive one an-
other. God will
turn the water
in our jar into
the best wine,
transforming
us from a
saved to a saving community.

Perhaps the best conclusion to this article is to
invite you to read or better still, to hear the
Pope’s Missionary Mandate to Families, (In-
vio Missionario delle Famiglie -
https://youtu.be/7nAB-MyFKVE).

Original: English
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In this Tenth World Meeting of Families, it is now the time for thanksgiving.  Today we bring before God with
gratitude – as if in a great offertory procession – all the fruits that the Holy Spirit has sown in you, dear fam-
ilies.  Some of you have taken part in the moments of reflection and sharing here in the Vatican; others have

led them and participated in them in the various dioceses, creating a kind of vast “constellation”. I think of the
rich variety of experiences, plans and dreams, as well as concerns and uncertainties, which you have shared with
one another. Let us now present all of these to the Lord and ask him to sustain you with his strength and love. You
are fathers, mothers and children, grandparents, uncles and aunts. You are adults and children, young and old.
Each of you brings a different experience of family, but all of you have one hope and prayer: that God will bless
and keep your families and all the families of the world.

Saint Paul, in today’s second reading, spoke to us about freedom. Freedom is one of the most cherished ideals and
goals of the people of our time. Everyone wants to be free, free of conditioning and limitations, free of every kind
of “prison”, cultural, social or economic. Yet, how many people lack the greatest freedom of all, which is interior
freedom! The greatest freedom is interior freedom. The Apostle reminds us Christians that interior freedom is
above all a gift, when he says: “For freedom Christ has set us free!” (Gal 5:1). Freedom is something we receive.
All of us are born with many forms of interior and exterior conditioning, and especially with a tendency to self-
ishness, to making ourselves the centre of everything and being concerned only with our own interests. This is the
slavery from which Christ has set us free. Lest there be any mistake, Saint Paul tells us that the freedom given to
us by God is not the false and empty freedom of the world, which in reality is “an opportunity for self-indulgence”
(Gal 5:13). No, the freedom that Christ gained at the price of his own blood is completely directed to love, so that
– as the Apostle tells us again today – “through love you may become slaves of one another” (ibid.).

All of you married couples, in building your family, made, with the help of Christ’s grace, a courageous decision:
not to use freedom for yourselves, but to love the persons that God has put at your side. Instead of living like little
islands, you became “slaves of one another”. That is how freedom is exercised in the family. There are no “plan-
ets” or “satellites”, each travelling on its own orbit. The family is the place of encounter, of sharing, of going forth
from ourselves in order to welcome others and stand beside them. The family is the first place where we learn to
love. We must never forget that the family is the first place where we learn to love.

Brothers and sisters, even as we reaffirm this with profound conviction, we also know full well that it is not al-
ways the case, for any number of reasons and a variety of situations. And so, in praising the beauty of the family,
we also feel compelled, today more than ever, to defend the family. Let us not allow the family to be poisoned by
the toxins of selfishness, individualism, today’s culture of indifference and culture of waste, and as a result lose
its very DNA, which is the spirit of acceptance and service. The mark of the family is acceptance and the spirit of
service within the family.

The relationship between the prophets Elijah and Elisha, as presented in the first reading, reminds us of the rela-
tionship between generations, the “passing on of witness” from parents to children. In today’s world, that rela-
tionship is not an easy one, and frequently it is a cause for concern. Parents fear that children will not be able to
find their way amid the complexity and confusion of our societies, where everything seems chaotic and precari-
ous, and in the end lose their way. This fear makes some parents anxious and others overprotective. At times, it
even ends up thwarting the desire to bring new lives into the world.

We do well to reflect on the relationship between Elijah and Elisha.  Elijah, at a moment of crisis and fear for the
future, receives from God the command to anoint Elisha as his successor. God makes Elijah realize that the world
does not end with him, and commands him to pass on his mission to another.  That is the meaning of the gesture
described in the text: Elijah throws his mantle over the shoulders of Elisha, and from that moment the disciple
takes the place of the master, in order to carry on his prophetic ministry in Israel. God thus shows that he has con-
fidence in the young Elisha. The elderly Elijah passes the position, the prophetic vocation to Elisha. He trusts the
young person, he trusts in the future. In this gesture, there is hope, and with hope, he passes the baton.

How important it is for parents to reflect on God’s way of acting! God loves young people, but that does not mean
that he preserves them from all risk, from every challenge and from all suffering. God is not anxious and overpro-
tective. Think about it: God is not anxious and overprotective; on the contrary, he trusts young people and he calls
each of them to scale the heights of life and of mission. We think of the child Samuel, the adolescent David or the
young Jeremiah; above all, we think of that young sixteen or seventeen year old girl who conceived Jesus, the Vir-
gin Mary. He trusts a young girl. Dear parents, the word of God shows us the way: not to shield our children from
the slightest hardship and suffering, but to try to communicate to them a passion for life, to arouse in them the de-
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sire to discover their vocation and embrace the great mission that God has in mind for them. It was precisely that dis-
covery which made Elisha courageous and determined; it made him become an adult. The decision to leave his par-
ents behind and to sacrifice the oxen is a sign that Elisha realized that it was now “up to him”, that it was time to ac-
cept God’s call and to carry on the work of his master.  This he would do courageously until the very end of his life.
Dear parents, if you help your children to discover and to accept their vocation, you will see that they too will be
“gripped” by this mission; and they will find the strength they need to confront and overcome the difficulties of life.

I would like to add that, for educators, the best way to help others to follow their vocation is to embrace our own vo-
cation with faithful love. That is what the disciples saw Jesus do. Today’s Gospel shows us an emblematic moment
when Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51), knowing well that there he would be condemned and put to
death. On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus met with rejection from the inhabitants of Samaria, which aroused the indig-
nant reaction of James and John, but he accepted that rejection, because it was part of his vocation. He met rejection
from the very start, first in Nazareth – here we think of that day in the synagogue of Nazareth (cf. Mt 13: 53-58) –
now in Samaria, and he was about to be rejected in Jerusalem. Jesus accepted it all, for he came to take upon himself
our sins. In a similar way, nothing can be more encouraging for children than to see their parents experiencing mar-
riage and family life as a mission, demonstrating fidelity and patience despite difficulties, moments of sadness and
times of trial. What Jesus encountered in Samaria takes place in every Christian vocation, including that of the fam-
ily. We all know that there are moments when we have to take upon ourselves the resistance, opposition, rejection
and misunderstanding born of human hearts and, with the grace of Christ, transform these into acceptance of others
and gratuitous love.

Immediately after that episode, which in some way shows us Jesus’ own “vocation”, the Gospel presents three other
callings on the way to Jerusalem, represented by three aspiring disciples of Jesus. The first is told not to seek a fixed
home, a secure situation, in following Jesus, for the master “has nowhere to place his head” (Lk 9:58). To follow Je-
sus means to set out on a never-ending “trip” with him through the events of life. How true this is for you married
couples! By accepting the call to marriage and family, you too have left the “nest” and set out on a trip, without
knowing beforehand where exactly it would lead, and what new situations, unexpected events and surprises, some
painful, would eventually lie in store for you. That is what it means to journey with the Lord. It is a lively, unpre-
dictable and marvellous voyage of discovery. Let us remember that every disciple of Jesus finds his or her repose in
doing God’s will each day, wherever it may lead.

A second disciple is told not to “go back to bury his dead” (vv. 59-60). This has nothing to do with disobeying the
fourth commandment, which remains ever valid and is a commandment that makes us holy. Rather, it is a summons
to obey, above all, the first commandment: to love God above all things. The same thing happens with the third dis-
ciple, who is called to follow Christ resolutely and with an undivided heart, without “looking back”, not even to say
farewell to the members of his family (cf. vv. 61-62).

Dear families, you too have been asked not to have other priorities, not to “look back”, to miss your former life, your
former freedom, with its deceptive illusions. Life becomes “fossilized” when it is not open to the newness of God's
call and pines for the past. Missing the past and not being open to the newness that God sends always “fossilizes”
us; it hardens us and does not make us more human. When Jesus calls, also in the case of marriage and family life,
he asks us to keep looking ahead, and he always precedes us on the way. He always precedes us in love and service.
And those who follow him will not be disappointed!

Dear brothers and sisters, providentially, the readings of today’s liturgy speak of vocation, which is the theme of this
Tenth World Meeting of Families: “Family Love: a Vocation and a Path to Holiness”. Strengthened by those words
of life, I encourage you to take up with renewed conviction the journey of family love, sharing with all the members
of your families the joy of this calling. It is not an easy journey: there will be dark moments, moments of difficulty
in which we will think that it is all over. May the love you share with one another be always open, directed outwards,
capable of “touching” the weak and wounded, the frail in body and the frail in spirit, and all whom you meet along
the way. For love, including family love, is purified and strengthened whenever it is shared with others.

Betting on family love is courageous: it takes courage to marry. We see many young people who do not have the
courage to marry and many times mothers say to me: “Do something, speak to my son, he will not marry, he is thir-
ty-seven years old!” – “But, madam, stop ironing his shirts, start to send him away little by little so that he will leave
the nest”. Family love pushes the children to fly; it teaches them to fly and pushes them to do so. It is not possessive:
it is always about freedom. In the moments of difficulty and crisis – every family has them – please do not take the
easy way: “I am going home to mommy”. No, move forward with this courageous bet. There will be difficult mo-
ments, there will be tough moments, but always move forward. Your husband, your wife, has that spark of love that
you felt in the beginning: release it from within and rediscover love. This will help in moments of crisis.

The Church is with you; indeed, the Church is in you!  For the Church was born of a family, the Holy Family of
Nazareth, and is made up mostly of families. May the Lord help you each day to persevere in unity, peace, joy, and
in moments of difficulty, that faithful perseverance, which makes us live better and shows everyone that God is love
and communion of life.
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Our May 2022 CLC in USA
family frontier meeting
was a time for our family

frontier team to evaluate what we
have accomplished as well as re-
view how we are working together
as a team. Team members continue
to be involved in a marriage re-
newal program, a retreat center
based family encounter program,
as well as two members are clini-
cal social workers. Small in num-
bers, our team planned/presented a
program on St. Joseph and the
Holy Family/role of St. Joseph in
June of 2021. Additionally, family
frontier team members have
helped with building community
within CLC by helping with some
of the all-community Masses and
other national programs. Our May
meeting highlighted that we have
bonded together, committed to
meeting goals and a desire to have
an impact on our families and
Christian Life Community in
USA.

We agreed to re-read an article
that had been recommended for
us. The article was written for the
Beirut 2013 World Assembly; the

author is Professor Fernando Vidal Fernandez.
If there was one paragraph from Dr. Fernan-
dez’s article that best summarized some of
what we were saying it would be the follow-
ing: “the family is heart centered. There is a
need for us to live with hope, and to be thank-
ful, even amidst challenges, sadness, bitter-
ness or catastrophes. We need to be discerning
people not just as individuals, but within fam-
ilies and within couples. There is a need to be
committed to the common good.” The author
goes on to summarize that “Ignatian Spiritual-
ity can bring the wisdom of freedom, diversity
and the heart to families so that with hope and
joy they will be a school of discernment and
commitment for a more equitable, free and
peaceful world.”

We are a small number of people working on a
very broad topic. Along the way, we started by
talking about what could we do that would
have an impact. Last year, we decided that we
wanted to highlight the Holy Family, and espe-
cially the role of Joseph in the family. As we
began our planning, we had some sense of
how we might work together, but quickly real-
ized that there was a need to talk in more detail
about a program that people would enjoy as
well as find meaningful. We combined a talk
on the role of St. Joseph with art, music,
themes for modern families, small group dis-
cussion. There were some planning meetings

Barb Rudolph
CLC in USA

Barb Rudolph is Past President
of CLC in USA and a member
of several national committees

and family frontier
Mary Wescovich is chair of the
family frontier and has served
on several national committees
Silvia Villareal is a member of
CLC in South Florida volunteers
in family programs at Casa

Manresa, a Jesuit retreat house
in Miami, Florida

Sarah Won works as a therapist
and has been active in

(Korean) CLC activities as well
as serving on the family frontier.
Hoang Peter Nguyen and his
family belong to Dong Hanh
(Vietnamese) CLC and assist
with the Marriage Renewal

Program. 



“I think of Joseph as a foster father of me. I
think of members of our frontier and how they
interact within their families…I do the Exam-
en daily and Mary and Joseph stand out more
for me… A mission of mine is to give back to
CLC, and to share spiritually with other mem-
bers of CLC-I feel a call to go deeper. I felt
gratitude that people from across the United
States as well as Canada could participate in
our program”

“As I reflected on St. Joseph, I became aware
of gifts within myself, my personal talents,
how I involve my kids in spiritual activities
and music ministry. I want to be involved with
my family…I am also more aware of a sense
of belonging, of branching out to be more in-
volved in the CLC national community”

“I felt a sense of connection, of being part of
one body…I enjoy helping out with some of
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where we struggled to find a balance and flow
that would bring life and a feeling of hope and
openness to the presentation. We had our first
experience with getting permission to use
some copyrighted material graciously offered
by the Arts Ministry of the Congregation of St.
Joseph. We wanted the prayer to reflect issues
that were of concern to our families. There
were moments when we had second thoughts
about what we were doing. Is this program go-
ing to come together? Will people find the pro-
gram helpful? After the presentation, we were
pleased with the outcome and hoped that the
program would give the attendees feelings of
joy, hope and inspiration.

As a committee, one year later, in May of
2022, we talked of what we retained from the
presentation and what helped us to move for-
ward as a frontier. The following are some of
the comments of our frontier members:

Being Family
Scribed by Barb Rudolph with input from Mary Wescovich, Sarah Won, Hoang Peter Nguyen,
and Silvia Villareal, Members of the CLC in USA Family Frontier

On the other page:
- Family Encounter
Casa Manresa.

Above:
- Dong Hanh SEED
Ministry Program.
SEED is a child and
parent program
promoting Ignatian
Spirituality in summer
camp format.



the national events. I became more aware of
Joseph’s role in the family and how I interact
within my own family. I feel a sense of belong-
ing when we are together, we listen to each oth-
er, and we help with the things that have to be
done to bring a program together. The program
itself was beautiful and I felt pride in being part
of it…I sensed the importance of reading the
prayer written by another team member”

“I had moments where I was worried if the
program would come together…Today, I like
the term ‘little Josephs’ to describe some of the
things we do within CLC, the church and our
families. We take on many roles and do many
different things. I have reflected more on how
my father shared his faith with his children
through his example of praying daily. 

“We have a role as St. Joseph did in helping to
meet challenges in our families and CLC com-
munity. It confirmed the need to be involved.
We all have different experiences, different
upbringings, live in different places and come
from different parts of the world. I am in awe
that God brings us together as the Body of
Christ. God loves us and gives us the inspira-
tion of the steadfastness of St. Joseph. “

During this the past year we have joined to-
gether as family inspired by the Holy Family.

Original: English

Hoang Peter Nguyen and family sing together at CLC events

Silvia Villareal and other volunteers at Casa Manresa.
Miami Florida Family Encounter Program

Silvia Villareal with her family at a local restaurant

CLC in Pittsburgh: a father prepares for local meeting
while caring for his child
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CLC’s recent apostolic service in Chile
in the area of the family began approx-
imately 30 years ago when a Jesuit, an

ecclesiastical assistant, and a group of CLC
laymen and laywomen, carried out at CLC
Youth in Santiago some formation days for
“pololos.”1 This experience inspired the birth
of another service: the Accompaniment of En-
gaged Couples, an occasion to prepare cou-
ples who had already decided to enter into civ-
il and sacramental marriage. This program is
currently structured in five sessions that ad-
dress the following themes: Sacrament, Fami-
ly, Work, Intimacy, and We for Life. Each of
these sessions is accompanied by a married
couple who share their experience with the
couple preparing for marriage. There are 40
accompanying couples and approximately
100 couples who are prepared each year. The
initial session, on the Sacrament, is offered by
a priest.

In 2008, another initiative, Vivir de a do2, was
born from the couple’s accompaniment team,
with the objective of accompanying and

strengthening life as a couple, gen-
erating spaces for the “we,” where
couples can review, update and
reignite their relationship. With an
open and inclusive invitation to all
types and realities of couples,
workshops or days of different for-
mats are developed: some massive
(600+ people) and others more
personalized (20 - 30 couples.)
The topics are as diverse as: “be-
ing a couple in the new times”;
“from conflict to agreement”;
“what unites us, distances us (re-
ferring to the children)”; “today
for you... tomorrow too”; “togeth-
er forever... a possible adventure”;
“10 years... by magic? “; “work-
ing, being a couple, and don’t die
trying!”. This experience also has
a social meaning: for every two
workshops developed in middle or high-in-
come areas, another one is developed free of
charge, with the same quality, dedication and
concern, in more vulnerable sectors. 

The Family Frontier in CLC in Chile:
A journey that continues

Married with two children.
Professor of philosoph. He works
at the Universidad Alberto Hurtado.
He is currently a member of the

Crear Familia team.

1 In Chile, two young people in an initial relationship, not yet dating, are called “pololos.”

Samuel Yáñez
CLC in Chile

Below:
CLC Tabga



Vivir de a do2 has borne another fruit: Duop-
oly, a game to strengthen life as a couple. It is
played in private, with no other public than the
couple. With the help of a dice, they move
through the squares on a board and answer
questions about four areas of life together: the
couple’s project, communication, daily life
and sexuality. The game ends when one of the
two gets to the heart of the adventure.

In 2010, again at the initiative of a group of
CLC lay men and women and a Jesuit ecclesi-
astical assistant, was born what today is the
Sexual Diversity Ministry [Pastoral de la Di-
versidad Sexual] (Padis+.) This ministry con-
ceives itself as a large community that recog-
nizes its home in CLC. It is made up of les-
bian, gay and bisexual (LGB) men and
women, and of mothers and fathers of homo-
sexual sons and daughters. Both groups wel-
come and seek spaces for spiritual, community
and apostolic life - through advocacy and char-
itable service - and formation, as daughters
and sons of God who have received baptism. It
is a community that wants to be touched by the
love of God and the breath of the Spirit to fol-
low Jesus Christ in building an inclusive, wel-
coming, fraternal and diverse Kingdom, and to
be a living witness of faith and service to the

Church. In recent years, this ministry has
spread to various cities throughout Chile, with
the support of regional CLC communities,
which has led to it
being ecclesially
recognized. 

In the context of
CLC communities
formed by parents
and guardians of
Colegio San Igna-
cio El Bosque in
Santiago, and in
close collaboration
with the Family
Pastoral of the
school, a Work-
shop of Accompa-
niment for Separat-
ed Persons has also
been carried out. It
has been an occa-
sion of encounter,
reworking of per-
sonal life projects,
and growth in faith
and belonging to
the Church.

20

Above:
CLC Travesía



Since the year 2015, the contemplation of
what has been accomplished in the Family
Frontier has led us to a greater awareness that
it is the Spirit who inspires and sustains these
services, and that CLC is collaborating with
the Spirit in these initiatives. We realize that
the family is not only a specific apostolic
space, but also a perspective for our aposto-
lates, even if it is not the only perspective. It is
a frontier that is found here and there, where
some of us feel invited to serve. As an expres-
sion of this, Crear Familia (www.crearfamil-
ia.cl) was born, with the aim of linking the var-
ious initiatives and strengthening them. These
impulses and desires have been somehow con-
firmed by the publication of the Apostolic Ex-
hortation Amoris laetitia in 2017. The text ex-
cites us, provides us with elements for a better
and broader accompaniment of family life,
and guides us to deepen the link between fam-
ily reality, Sacred Scripture and spirituality, in
our case, Ignatian. 

In 2017, Fernando Vidal accepted our invita-
tion to come to Chile. He developed an intense
agenda during the days of his visit, meeting
with various groups and giving talks on the sit-
uation of the family today, the link between

family and Ignatian spirituality, and the family
mission in CLC. Two CLC couples in Chile
made the experience of the Family Clock in
Uruguay, and brought it to Chile. In 2018 it
was offered twice. Then the pandemic arrived.
After an initial period of perplexity and quar-
antine, the couples managed to maintain some
services, including virtual accompaniment of
engaged couples and support through mes-
sages on social networks.

Where are we today? What dreams are emerg-
ing? We feel called to deepen the relationship
between family services and Ignatian spiritu-
ality. One tool for this is precisely the Family
Watch, although it has been difficult for us to
have people available to be “watchmakers”
and so multiply the experience. We feel that it
is very important to remain focused on what is
fundamental: Trinitarian love, married love,
family love. Here we find the heart that moves
us. The various groups continue to extend their
service, their apostolic sharing. An incipient
dream is to offer experiences of Spiritual Exer-
cises for couples.

Original: Spanish
Translated by Fr. Robert Hurd SJ
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b. ‘Church weddings’ are perceived to be
expensive. In Kenya, this involves invit-
ing the whole village to a feast.

c. One partner was not willing to make the
commitment.

2) Parents were struggling to bring their chil-
dren up.
a. The society did not give consistent good
advice on how to raise children well.

b. There is no parenting course or support
available.

c. The young felt misunderstood by their
parents.

d. Some youth felt lack of support from
their parents. 

e. Some youth were depressed and suici-
dal.

3)Many families are living in poverty.
a. There was a struggle to remain hopeful
in the face of lack of basic essentials like
food and school fees.

b. Suffering families are afraid to speak up
for fear of stigmatisation.

c. There was a rise in domestic violence in
homes especially during the lock down.

Our Response
Most married members of CLC felt that being
present to their families was their first mission,
and they requested for a forum to be created
where they could discuss issues that could as-
sist them first, so that they then could have
something to share with others.

We started by running a parenting course by
two facilitators over a weekend. The atten-
dance and engagement was amazing. One
member who had teenage children gave feed-
back stating: “I cannot believe the blunders I
have made with my teenage boys and yet I
have always felt so mature. I now know exact-
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In the National Assembly of
2019, the National ExCo was
mandated to involve all mem-

bers in a common mission through
communal discernment. Family
mission was one of the areas that
was identified for common mis-
sion in the previous assembly of
2016.

The Beginning
On one of the formation days for
Nairobi area, the region with the
largest number of members of
CLC in Kenya, a sharing was
made on the fruits of the Interna-
tional Formation Encounter on
Families held in Madrid, Spain.
Closely following this was a pres-
entation made on the reading of
Amoris Laetetia in our world to-
day on another formation day. A
third presentation was made on
the challenges facing families to-
day on yet another formation day.

On each of these days, after the
presentations, questions were pro-
vided for individual reflection fol-
lowed by group sharing with guid-
ed questions as is our way of pro-
ceeding. The reflections shared
and the direction the Lord was
calling us were clear. Family, and
especially the youth who form the
bigger number of family mem-
bers, could not be ignored.

Issues that Arose
1)Many members were in relationships,
sometimes sexual, but could not formalise
their relationships for various reasons:
a. They felt that the cultural demands be-
fore marriage were prohibitive and ex-
pensive

Family Mission in CLC in Kenya

Catherine Waiyaki, World ExCo
Secretary. Married to Waiyaki for
31 years with a married daughter
and two sons. Committed to

family life.

Bernard Kithusi, Executive
Secretary CLC in Kenya, married
to Janet Kalewa for 18 years and
blessed with two teenage sons.
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ly what to do to correct this and make them
feel heard and loved. I’m waiting for an ad-
vanced course, and a similar one to invite my
friends to”. The plan was to roll out the cours-
es again, but the COVID pandemic situation
slowed this down.

The need for family response was still there,
so an online session on the family named “Ig-
natian Tools for Parenting” was organized.
This was a 12-week session aimed at CLC in
Kenya but ended up attracting members from
CLC in other parts of Africa as well. There
was great participation and sharing by mem-
bers at the sessions. The participants’ expecta-
tions that were met included: finding direction
as a parent, understanding that there are is a
difference between a conviction and just a
feeling or decision, getting a chance to listen
to and share with others’ experiences of par-
enting, having time together, learning more,
comparing ideas, growing and becoming flex-
ible, learning to be a present parent but not a
perfect parent, integrating spirituality in prac-
tical parenting, understanding and familiariz-
ing oneself with this learning tool well adapted
for young parents, learning how to deal with
children especially teenagers, using Ignatian
spirituality in the parenting role and under-
standing the Love of God through the parent-
ing journey which has ups and downs. There
was an unexpected added value: rich ex-
changes with the group of participants that
helped me to grow as a father! There was also
the added learning about parenting amidst the
pandemic, use of Ignatian tools in parenting



and handling the challenges of peer influence
among kids. Many members appreciated the
discovery that they could apply Ignatian tools
to their parenting; they found the input and the
interaction very useful and learnt a lot from the
sharing of fellow participants.

Challenges
There are still challenges being encountered in
the growth of this frontier in Kenya.
1. Many members who were willing to attend

the online sessions were unable to because
they could not afford the data required. 

2. Organising physical meetings is a chal-
lenge due to non-availability of facilita-
tors, or funds for the programs, especially
outside Nairobi. There is an ongoing dis-
cussion on engaging the parishes so that

the programs can be run in their halls with
their parishioners present at no facility
charge, and so that CLC only provides the
facilitator where the parish cannot take this
up. This is a slow process as parishes have
their own programs.

3. In Nairobi, formation will be held and
more members are involved in an ongoing
way.

A lot of communal discernment still has to be
made to engage the community on needs, how
to meet them, and who responds in an ongoing
way as this mission grows and takes shape.
The outgoing president has been charged with
taking up this role of getting a team together to
grow this frontier.

Below Photos from
the Family Day:
- Presentation

- Presentation by
Catherine Waiyaki

- Group Photo



Manresa Family Meeting
Look! They are new

"Ignatian Spirituality at the Service of Families"

Context
Once again CLC in England and Wales lived
another great experience together with other
CLC members from around the world as one
world Christian Life Community (CLC) fami-
ly, passionate about the vocation and mission
of the family in today's faith communities and
the modern world. Some, already familiar with
one another, others new to this experience,
nevertheless, as encounters go, we all felt like
one CLC world family looking ahead with
great joy and hope towards the future. These
encounters always bring together so much
richness and diversity but with faith, trust and
a passion towards a common mission we con-
nect on the same level. Another Spirit filled
experience of the fruits from the seeds that
were planted back at the General Assembly in
Lebanon 2013.

This time 12 of our members involved in the
mission of the family, including 3 young
adults, journeyed together to connect, share
and explore the mission for the family frontier
and the progress made since the ‘International
Family Encounter’ (IFE) in Madrid 2017. 

The Spanish organising team were very thor-
ough and extremely well organised in their

planning. “The lead into the experience was
fantastic. Time with other participants in
Barcelona and Montserrat to share experi-
ences informally was of great value giving
greater comfort when leading into the actual
coursework and the group sharing exercises.”
We journeyed together on a pilgrimage fol-
lowing in the footsteps of St. Ignatius leading
up to his feast on the 31st of July and the end
of the Ignatian year celebrating his 500 years
since his cannonball wound in Pamplona…

Fernando Vidal 
The Encounter began with a warm welcome
and input from Prof. Fernando Vidal on ‘CLC
and Family mission’. Followed by a clear
overview of each resource. Fernando, author
of the ‘Family Clock’ and consultant to the
World CLC Exco gave us an overall picture of
the current state of evangelisation of families
in the church and the world today explaining
that we have a poor theology of the family
which is not realistic. He encouraged us to
continue discovering a universal language that
can bring about healing of wounds in our soci-
ety, as we live in historic times. CLC and the
church must continue to change and adapt by
being creative and merciful as Pope Francis
too encourages us to ‘be a church that finds

The authors:
Michelle & Liam Ellison 
Ania & Michael Kawka
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and 3 young members: 

Michela Ellison
Nicky Kawka
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new roads’ to step outside and experience a
deeper sense of life together where equality
and diversity exist peacefully. Fernando chal-
lenged us to not look upon marriage and fami-
ly life as a machine for reproduction - it is so
much more than that, we need to be liberated
from production and reproduction. The
church's role is to accompany and walk beside
the broken and wounded and not to exclude
them. CLC’s role is to use its Ignatian tools
and charism at the service of others and to en-
gage with the world starting from a conversion
of heart - we have the tools of living in com-
munity and discernment. We need a new pas-
toral paradigm, a synodal way with a mission-
ary Spirit. By our own conversion we are com-
pelled to go out and help others on the mar-
gins, locally, regionally and globally. Sharing
best practice - to serve others - in the spirit of
Francis Xavier. To be outward looking, apos-
tolic and contemplative. 

Ignatian Tools
The Family Clock, an 8 step Ignatian tool to
help renew the life of families. 
One leader said “I am always amazed that not
only did I meet some lovely people, but their
honesty in their sharing was also honourable.
The trust I experienced, given, and taken was at
a level I rarely come across”. And an attendee
shared: - “We took part in the ‘Family Clock’
workshop for the fourth time. However,
what we got was surprising – God sur-
prises us all the time. Reconnection, for-

giveness, starting anew on another level. Heart
to heart conversations inspired by this pro-
gram, opened us up once again for each other
to reconnect at a deeper level. I am very grate-
ful as it helped our family grow stronger and be
better partners and better parents.”

The Four Seasons “The 4 seasons tool is for
those who have experienced divorce or separa-
tion. It is practical and holistic, encompassing
personal growth, discernment, accompani-
ment, and reforming life. The analogies of the
seasons move from Winter to Autumn to Sum-
mer to Spring. I was struck by how creative,
practical and thought provoking the workshops
and worksheets were which were facilitated in
such a calm, caring and sensitive way. I learnt
so much when undertaking the different work-
sheets and sharing the experiences as a wider
group - who knew the Wolf in Little Red Rid-
ing Hood had his own story to tell; very pro-
found and powerful. Another deeply moving
encounter for me was praying the Holy Ground
Prayer used by the first Four Seasons Team and
entitled "Take off your shoes to enter the other"
whereby we are encouraged to consider how
we walk with others. It was beautiful, helpful
and enlightening. Every day was different in
Manresa, and I am grateful for all who I met,
talked, and laughed with. There is so much to
take back home both personally and looking at
initiating this project. 



The Clock of Life was developed to help the
elderly people in our communities look closer
at their own personal life journey and to reset
their life clocks. There are 6 modules: Grati-
tude, A time to open to others, A time to forgive
oneself and others, Dreams or Reality, Time to
rediscover, A time to reset the clock of our life.
It offers space for learning about oneself and
improving self awareness, resulting in a better
understanding of certain behaviours of oneself
and others. “Powerful but simple tools that are
user friendly with both groups and as individ-
ual exercises.” The programme was led in
Spanish, and translated into English simultane-
ously, which became “time consuming and
cumbersome”. However, “it was led with pas-
sion and great listening skills despite the limit-
ed time scale. It was beautifully designed to
ask pertinent questions and included the use of
props to bring to life some ideas and concepts,
for ease of understanding. Although ‘The
Clock of Life’ is primarily aimed at the elderly
within a care home setting, depending on their
cognitive abilities. It could equally run-in
parishes for the elderly still living in their
homes and could be life enhancing from mid-
dle age onwards, as it is an opportunity to reset
one's life, especially as the hustle and bustle of
child-rearing starts to lessen. Many of the is-
sues raised challenged the individual about
one's life and were at times very emotional.” 

Living with LGBTQ+ This programme is not
completed, however, 3 people shared their re-
al-life stories about their journey through their
personal real-life situations. The witness
shared by the two beautiful women moved us
all. Together we cried, laughed, and felt their
pain as they very courageously opened up to
tell their story. This reality is what CLC can
hold and as one family we continue to accom-
pany and hold each other no matter what ori-
entation or however diverse we are. We are re-
minded by Pope Francis to be like the good
Samaritan and to look after our fellow humans
with love, respect and dignity. 

A look ahead: -The whole experience will
stay with our community in our hearts for
many years to come and look forward to un-
packing its fruits. One of our members ex-
pressed that - “The encounter has strengthened
my belief in God and deepened my interest in
spirituality. I will take away a very deep feel-
ing of compassion for other people as it has
made me softer and less judgmental towards
others.” At the Final Mass we heard Pope
Francis’s words commissioning us to continue
this Ignatian journey and ‘become missionar-
ies in the ways of the world’. To be families
for families. We are called to accompany the
marginalised, the outcasts and the oppressed
announcing the joy of love and being family.

Original: English
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Ancient documents... 

restored to serve t    
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Historical Manu   scripts restored

On Friday, December 3rd, feast of St.
Francis Xavier, and in the framework
of the Ignatian Year, the completely

restored historical manuscripts of the Society
of Jesus were presented. Professor Melania
Zanetti carried out the delicate work of recov-
ering the book of the Spiritual Exercises, the
Spiritual Diary of St. Ignatius and the Consti-
tutions, written in the handwriting of St. Ig-
natius almost 500 years ago.

From the Aula of the Congregations at the
General Curia of the Society of Jesus in Rome,
the event could be followed by Zoom all over
the world. Arturo Sosa SJ, Superior General of
the Society of Jesus, Guillermo Barandiarán of
the Gondra Barandiarán Foundation, Profes-
sor Melania Zanetti, Fr. Brian Mac Cuarta SJ,
Academic Director of the Historical Archive
of the Society of Jesus (ARSI), Fr. José García
de Castro, specialist in Ignatian spirituality, Sr.
Ghislaine Pauquet, from the Congregation of
Our Lady of the Cenacle and Denis Dobbel-
stein, President of the Christian Life Commu-
nity, participated in the event.

This event could have been an academic or
scientific event on the restoration of the docu-

ments, however it was an event that brought
together the Ignatian family. As different
prisms are brought together in a kaleidoscope,
so the different perspectives from which we
can access these documents were brought to-
gether to form a harmonious, plural, contem-
porary and forward-looking picture.

These documents, which are now accessible to
all in their original format:
http://www.sjweb.info/arsi/ignatiantexts.cfm,
hide that precious spirituality which is our
identity and which offers us a perspective to
look at Jesus and to walk that path of service
and devotion. The Spiritual Exercises are a gift
for the whole Church, complementing the Je-
suit way of proceeding in the Constitutions,
and they take us into the mysticism of St. Ig-
natius in his Spiritual Diary. Accessing these
books in their original format remains today
an invitation to drink from the most direct
sources of our spirituality. For this reason, the
restoration of these books that have survived
the passage of time, with all the vicissitudes of
five hundred years of history, is a moment of
thanksgiving and a time for us all to feel a little
renewed as well. We receive them anew in or-
der to continue to put them into practice, be-



cause if these three works have something in
common it is their imminent experiential char-
acter, as St. Ignatius says repeatedly in the
Constitutions, "according to persons, places
and times".

For the Christian Life Community it has been
a real pleasure to receive the invitation to par-
ticipate in this meeting with the Ignatian fami-
ly. It was an opportunity for all of us, with our

different vocations and specific charisms, to
share an approach to these texts and how they
can continue to be an inspiration today. 

Intending to share all the presentations later
on, today we give you the presentation of De-
nis Dobbelstein, CLC in Belgium and Presi-
dent of the Christian Life Community, elected
at the last General Assembly in Buenos Aires,
2018.
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Historical Manu   scripts restored

To introduce my input, I take the liberty of
evoking a text that is not in the spotlight today,
namely the General Principles of the Christian
Life Community. This document expresses in
dense terms the charism of CLC and here is
what we read in GP number 2: " … these prin-
ciples are to be interpreted not so much by the
letter of this text but rather by the spirit of the
Gospel and the interior law of love."1

As a lawyer, I have always considered that
sentence to be brilliant because it makes the
text perfect. As a believer, I was overwhelmed
because it is both an invitation to radical con-
version and a promise of fulfillment.

And as I continued to be moved with each
reading, one day I couldn't take it anymore and
I said to my wife emphatically: "I don't know
who the author of this sentence is, but I think
he deserves a statue.”

My wife looked at me with a benevolent smile
and said: "Don't worry about the statue be-
cause it is an almost literal borrowing from the
prologue of the Constitutions of the Society
of Jesus”.2

This absolutely authentic anecdote allows me to
recognize that the text of the Constitutions is
not an immediate reference for all lay people,
even if they are Ignatians. Nevertheless, the
Constitutions are a welcome and essential in-
spiration for all members of the Ignatian family.

The Presentation of  Denis Dobbelstein
to the ARSI event of  December 3rd, 2021

1 General Principals of the Christian Life Community, n°2
2 Prologue of the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus (N°134).
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Whatever our state of life and our institutional
affiliation, it is good, really good to know that
it is at the very moment when we put our ra-
tional intelligence to work, at the very moment
when we draw perspectives for our will, at the
very moment when we structure our efforts, it
is at the very heart of this exercise that we gain
from allowing ourselves to be overcome by the
spirit of the gospel and the interior law of love.

We can certainly attempt a balancing act. But
it is so much more "logical" to ask for grace
over and over again: at any moment, God is
available to transcend the best in us. It is both
inconceivable and so simple when it happens
to us. It is a statistically rare experience, yet it
reconciles our entire life. 

After mentioning a text that many lay Igna-
tians do not read regularly, we also honor a
text that none of us is supposed to have read.
This is probably the very first piece of advice
we all received about the Spiritual Exercises
(SpEx): "Don't read them. Do them.” 

The encounter with God through the SpEx is
eminently personal. There is, however, a main
thrust which, without being reserved for the laity
of course, touches us in a special way: it is the
place of the mystery of the Incarnation. To us lay
people, who are so often literally "absorbed" by
the world, the SpEx reveal that there is no reason
to be sorry. On the contrary, God, who has come
into the world Himself, gives Himself to us dai-
ly, in all things and in all circumstances. 

I have been tempted to say that the SpEx are
incredibly modern in promoting the dignity of
the laity. I prefer to affirm that the SpEx sim-
ply invite us to respect God, who calls every
man and woman according to his eternal plan,
that is, in full.

Three months ago, my wife and I welcomed
two friends at home: a French and a Por-
tuguese Jesuit. During the meal, the conversa-
tion wandered ... and led us to an essential
point. In turn, each one told the story of his or
her election on the state of life. This fraternal
sharing was a rare moment, as if we were con-
templating together the waves of water, com-
ing from afar and yet perfectly precise. There
was a kind of "consensus" and therefore few
words to evoke the same fundamental experi-
ence: that of having let go, totally, and of hav-
ing been carried away ... to be anchored pre-
cisely in the depth of our desire. "Take Lord
and receive all my liberty...".

Finding God in all things. The expression is so
familiar to us that it sometimes risks being re-
duced to a slogan. But if we really want to be
freed from the false dilemma between serving
God and serving the world, we are at the same
time deprived of a comfortable strategy: there
is no question of putting ourselves on leave
from God, pretending to be overwhelmed by
our daily tasks. I am putting things in the form
of an appeal, because we do have a personal
responsibility to assume; and it would be fool-
ish to say that it does not cost us.
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But that responsibility doesn't weigh much if
we consider the promise that underlies it: God
gives himself to us. How can we not ardently
desire that those we meet "do" the SE and that
they find there the taste to make every moment
of life a moment of grace!?

This brings me to a second point of interest for
the laity. While all members of the Ignatian
family regularly make a retreat according to
the SpEx, Jesuits and Ignatian Religious Sis-
ters are more than proportionally in the posi-
tion of guides In other words, a great many lay
Ignatians are faithful exercitants, without con-
sidering taking on the service of accompani-
ment.

However, where lay people do accompany the
SpEx, they bring a perspective, a sensitivity
and a language that enriches the collective un-
derstanding of the Ignatian family; they offer a
welcome contribution so that the SpEx are of
formidable relevance at the very heart of cul-
tural and paradigm changes. 

I don't have much time left to talk about the
third document we are honoring today. And it
is probably better that way. Ignatius himself
did not wish to entrust the pages that made up
his journal of interior motions. Only two
notebooks have come down to us. So we do
not have an overall view, if chronology is im-

portant for evoking Ignatius' interior motions.
He himself chose a word whose meaning es-
capes us – the “loquela”3 - to remember the
presence of God, no doubt because he was un-
able to express his experience in words intelli-
gible to others. The other word which, more
and more, suffices for Ignatius - tears - refers
to an eminently human and concrete experi-
ence, which itself is only the wave of an inef-
fable experience, its overflow. Finally, the
word of vocabulary itself seems superfluous in
the last pages available, when Ignatius just
gives indications of time: before, during, con-
tinuous, after.

Our intention on this day is paradoxical. We
want to exchange words to share the meaning
and impact that these documents have in our
lives. And we are right. At the same time, we
dare to use words - many words - to address a
reality that is totally beyond us. The one lived
by Ignatius and the one we are invited to live
too. And this is madness.

We are here to greet physical documents, re-
stored and available, in every sense of the
word. May these documents sustain our desire
to be open to the mystery at the very heart of
our human reality. 

Original: French
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3 Expression used by Ignatius from 11th May 1544.
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August 9, Day 1: Entering the space of  encounter
Greetings from Manresa! Here, Ignatius spent more than 10 months trying to emu-
late the saints, and to find holiness. It was also here where God slowly taught him the
ways that would eventually be written and collected as the Spiritual Exercises.  To-
day, a Center for Spirituality stands on top of the cave where he frequently prayed
during his stay. This is the venue of the Global Formation Encounter. Tinnah dela
Rosa and I will be here as program team member and delegate, respectively.

The encounter is a space for sharing experiences and experiences in CLC Formation
- purpose, paths, and what changes have to happen so that we can attend to the needs
of the community, on global and local levels. This is just a beginning of a longer
journey of the World Community regarding formation.

You can see the old bridge, and below it, the river Cardoner. The Great Illumination that Ignatius
received from God beside the Cardoner would be his life’s deepest fountain of knowledge and
wisdom.

For Day 1 we were taken through the results of the World CLC Survey on Formation, and review
of CLC formation in the light of the various World Assemblies. Delegates were also able to share
about the formation experiences of national communities across four axes: Discernment, Forma-
tion for Mission, CLC Process of Growth, and the Spiritual Exercises. We found initial move-
ments and current challenges.

Through prayer, encounters, and spiritual conversations, I personally began to wonder about vari-
ous questions regarding our CLC formation: how are we providing a space for forming leaders?
what is our current collective story, and what is formation’s place in it? how can we draw from the
richness of the world community, and what can we share?

This initial experience will be deepened on Day 2.

In the meantime, we hold you in our prayers as we go through this encounter- and please hold us
in yours. (This is a picture in the church of the Santuario; Jose de Pablo SJ, our Vice EA presides
the Mass.)

August 10, Day 2:
Touching the
ground, touching
the depths
After the morning prayer, out-
side, facing the peaks of
Montserrat, something touched
me. Bernard, my friend from
Kenya, asked Fr. Jose to bless a
stick that he would bring back
to his village. It was a simple
stick, with a two-pronged end,
which his tribe uses for meet-
ings and decision-making. As

CLC Global Formation Encounter 2022
Daily Recaps and Reflections

Ed. Note: These recaps and reflections were first published in Facebook page
of the CLC in the Philippines

Alwin Macalalad
CLC in the Philippines



he faced Montserrat, holding the stick in prayer, I felt how deeply I missed my “village”. My
homeland. How I longed to touch my ground. :(

Day 2 of the Global Formation Encounter was spent on silence, prayer, and spiritual conversa-
tion. My small group felt very close to the experience of Ignatius in Manresa - a closeness to the
Trinity, and the grace of communion; a reminder of the incarnation and how love is shown in ac-
tion. Most of all, God was teaching us the art of encounter and communal discernment, as we en-
gaged with today’s topic: Deepening our understanding and experiences of the 4 thematic axes:
Spiritual Exercises, Discernment, Formation for Mission, and the CLC Process of Growth.

I realize that there was no way to have a real understanding of any of these, without touching our
own experience. This is what our practice of spiritual conversation has led us to realize. And
slowly, we hope to see how God is revealing to us the path ahead for CLC Formation...

August 11,  Day 3: Motions, confusions, and a nighttime stroll
The work continues, spiraling deeper into the heart of what we sense as the Lord’s invitations on
how to move forward in supporting Formation in CLC during this moment in our World Com-
munity’s life.

My conversation group spontaneously offered pieces and gestures of our CLC life to form a
symbol of our journey - a spiral of an ever expanding, listening heart, moving, incarnating into
the world. In the symbol, we
have offered our crosses,
rosaries, a CLC permanent
commitment ring, pieces of
tree bark, some leaves, a can-
dle. The parts of ourselves that
we have offered throughout
these days are now inseparable.

Today also marked our prayer
period at the banks of the Car-
doner river. It marked some
convergences and confirma-
tions, allowing us to move for-
ward to possible concrete prior-
ities.

CLC Global Formation Encounter 2022
Daily Recaps and Reflections

Ed. Note: These recaps and reflections were first published in Facebook page
of the CLC in the Philippines



Tinnah (Philippines!) and Olivier (France) facilitated the process for us beginning this afternoon.
I was delighted to see her teaching the international participants some of our special claps!

The process can be exhausting, and it was a gift to see that when all of us were asked what we
were feeling at the end of the day, the words poured- anticipation, gratitude, energized, trust,
faith, flow - indications that in spite of tiredness and some difficult processes, the Lord holds us
and makes his presence felt.

The day ended with a nighttime stroll around the city of Manresa, under the full moon!
St. Ignatius, pray for us!

August 12, Day 4: The grace of  a true encounter
The day saw the conclusion of our small group spiritual conversations,  a series of regional meet-
ings and a closing plenary. And then it was finished.

There is a a general expectation that everything needs to come together on an event’s last day.
But what if the event is an encounter? And what if the Holy Spirit, who is alive, is trying to con-
duct its song amidst a diverse unity? And what if the place that we end in is a point in a flowing
river, like what we contemplated by the banks of the Cardoner? What can come together?
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I struggled with this situation on the third and fourth days of the encounter. As the journey of our
conversation group drew to a close, it was reflecting the movements of the larger group. I was
struggling with the process, the tension between listening and asserting, and my own perceived
call. This is compounded with the question: where are we heading as a group?

I realize that — when we commit ourselves to walking together, on the same ground, with the
same dignity and discerning authority — things can be messy, given the creatures of hierarchy
that we are. There is great desire for the practice of being a lay Ignatian community, and for be-
ing “horizontal”. But our  hearts, habits and national communities are not yet there.

And so as we finished, this was how we could’ve looked at how we came together: holding only
what we started with - existing national and regional structures, formation resources, current
practices. Persons exhausted from the intense days. Unfinished goals, uneven plans.  Decisions
still needing to be made. Not at all a clean finish. If the “enemy of our nature” was stronger, then
maybe we would have succumbed to frustration and despair. But we listened to the review of our
journey. And Christ was with us.

With Christ’s eyes, this is how we finished:  with a wider contemplation of CLC Formation in
this moment in the world. With a converging set of desires and plans for action. With a knowl-
edge that giftedness in formation abounds, and that it is time to put everything onto one table.
With  stronger relationships, and a re-
solve to continue in this network to lay a
groundwork for the future of CLC For-
mation.

This is how we finished the encounter -
not by staring at a single point in the riv-
er— tumultous, raging, swirling—  but
rather, discovering that we are a flow.
Learning that we need to immerse our-
selves in this holy mess, and inhabit the
creative tensions of this complex pres-
ent. And just as Ignatius, our attempt for
holiness was subverted and reshaped
like clay.  God was teaching us, and He
is not yet done. This encounter has fin-
ished, but an even greater Encounter has
just begun.

Original: English

39



SECTION 4

Sentire Cum Ecclesia

Photo by S. Hermann & amp; F. Richter from Pixabay





The great meeting of young people at La
Economía de Francisco1 (EoF) took
place in the city of Assisi, Italy, be-

tween 22 and 24 September 2022. Inspired by
the Book of the prophet Isaiah, as young peo-
ple we were invited to act as watchmen, to put
into practice the dreams of the elders (Is. 21:8-
12). In the face of the countless crises our
world is experiencing, we are called to bring
encouragement and hope to global society to-
day. 

The meeting held in Assisi also stirred strong
emotions in all of us because, after two years
working through virtual meetings due to the
pandemic, we were finally able to meet some
of these friends in person. And we were also
able to meet new friends and make new pro-
posals. 

During the three days the meeting lasted, we
were able to participate in dialogues, listening
to each other, sharing different projects and
works that are in progress and listening to
more experienced teachers. The EoF is not a
utopia, it is already a reality.

The central moment of this visit to Assisi, a
city which meant a lot to St Francis, who left
us with a living witness to the Gospel and the
way to follow Jesus, occurred on Saturday, 24
September, when Pope Francis visited us2 and
shared with us more than an hour. He listened
to us and then exhorted us to fully live the
Gospel from a socio-economic perspective of
inclusion. His words continue to question us
directly and to invite us to think about current
challenges and difficulties from a comprehen-
sive review on how the problems of social ex-
clusion, climate change, “workers in poverty”
and energy crises have been addressed. 

In 2019, when Pope Francis summoned young
people for this event, he prompted us in his
message to “practice a different economy, the
one that gives life and does not kill, that in-
cludes and does not exclude, that humanises
and does not dehumanise, that cares for cre-
ation and does not depredate”. He called on us
to plan for the future with specific actions that
provide solutions to existing inequalities, both
at country level and at international communi-
ty level.

Francesco's Economy
It is not a utopia but a reality. 

The challenge of  building from multidime   nsional perspectives
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To understand the scenario described by Pope
Francis, we must discover the current injus-
tices, acknowledging that what we have built
so far fails to provide adequate answers. The
COVID-19 pandemic crisis has made this evi-
dent, demanding the transformation of a large
part of societies, generating big questions
about their future. We believe that we must
draw up a road map on the basis of brother-
hood, to consider “the other person” as a
brother, raising the banner of inclusion. 

In Assisi, in his meeting with the young peo-
ple, Francis invited us to anchor our way of
analysing the economy on three points:

First: “to look at the world through the eyes of
the poorest”. The current complex situation re-
quires a fair system that includes and consid-
ers every human being. Social and economic
policies face the challenge of restoring exist-
ing inequalities and/or asymmetries in govern-
ments and the international community, with
the aim of reducing the gap and imbalance.
Critical thinking is needed to build an econo-
my based on common sense and love for the
disadvantaged. 

Second: “above all, you are students, teachers
and entrepreneurs, but don’t forget work, don’t
forget the workers". Individuals need to work
to actively participate in the "production and
consumption of goods and services (both eco-
nomic and social), in the life of the communi-
ty, exercising their autonomy through their ca-
pacity to choose and make decisions" (A. Fer-
ran Zubillaga and F. Arrieta Frutos, 2019, p.
37). It is essential that we take into account the
work-life dimension in people's development,
because without work the person lacks inde-
pendence and the possibility of free self-deter-
mination is impacted.

Third: the “incarnation”. It is important to
stop and observe what we understand by incar-

nating theory into practice. There are numer-
ous ideas and reflections on how socio-eco-
nomic relations should develop for the well-
being of the population. However, we should
ask ourselves, what were the results of these
notions and concepts when they have been
translated into reality? 

“The French revolution, which bequeathed us
this democratic model, proclaimed freedom,
equality and brotherhood. Over the centuries
that followed, defenders of freedom and
equality have presented numerous arguments.
Freedom and equality have had movements
that fly their colours. The poor and neglected
daughter of the revolution has been brother-
hood. Exactly the one that can save us today.
Perhaps a lesson offered to us by the "now" is
that there is no equality, no freedom, if we do
not live more fraternally, making more place at
the table, overcoming grievances, where those
of different political notions work together,
different religions, those of different ideology,
etc., so that the most vulnerable are not thrown
out as ballast over starboard and can live a lit-
tle better in the same boat”. (Father Rafael Ve-
lasco SJ. Daily La Nación-Argentina, 23 April
2020):

Pope Francis' message invites us to have a
clear understanding of the most critical mat-
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ters, where equality policies are not enough,
rather, we must promote actions that encour-
age the participation of all sectors in order to
pool resources and share efforts to achieve the
compatibility of ideas, needs, territorial de-
mands and initiatives of the agents (academic,
industrial, economic, productive, social, state,
etc.), ensuring as a fundamental objective the
inclusion of the most disadvantaged in a world
with ever-increasing inequality.

The Holy Father concluded his visit to Assisi,
praying for us young people. He did so by ex-
pressing the following prayer: 

Father, we ask you forgiveness for having seri-
ously harmed the earth, for not respecting in-
digenous cultures, for not having valued and
loved the poorest, for creating wealth without
communion. Living God, who through your
Spirit inspired the hearts, arms and minds of
these young people and made them leave a
promised land, look benevolently at their gen-

erosity, their love, their willingness to spend
their lives for a great ideal. Bless them, Father,
in their efforts, in their studies, in their
dreams; accompany them in difficulties and
sufferings, help them transform these hard-
ships into virtue and wisdom. Support their de-
sires for good things and life, sustain them in
their disappointments in the face of bad exam-
ples, may they not be overly discouraged so
they may continue on the path. You, whose on-
ly begotten Son became a carpenter, give them
the joy of transforming the world with love,
with ingenuity and with their hands. Amen.

We shared many other meetings during those
days in Assisi. A lot of work in the villages. A
clear and strong commitment to continue
building an economy that produces life, pro-
tects the environment, and accompanies the
poor. Based on dialogue and offering multicul-
tural and multidimensional solutions.

Original: Spanish
Translated by Clifford Schisler
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Ecclesial Assembly of  Latin America
and the Carribean1

1 Final Document (only in Spanish): https://prensacelam.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Documento-para-
el-discernimiento_digital.pdf 

Participation of  CLC
The CLC of Latin America and the Caribbean,
participated actively in all the listening
process, previous step to the Assembly which
took place in Mexico from the 21st of Novem-
ber till the 28th last year. Together with Daniel
Moya of CLC in Cuba, we have coordinated
this process with the 17 national communities,
where we are present. This space marked a
new step shared as a sole community on the
way within this event until today unprecedent
in the Universal Church.

We have felt a growth and a nearness with the
members with whom we met in a periodical
bases during the hearing process, according to
the needs of each country. Each National
Community raised its questionnaire to the As-
semblies platform. 

Of all that we have gathered of the diversity of
the groups of participants, arouse a summary
document and subsequently the document for
the authorization of the community, which
was constituted in the work document in the
Assembly which met in Mexico. 

Daniel and I where assemblymen with other
900 whom where convoked, in different
modalities, in their majority in a virtual man-
ner and 100 in a presential manner, in this last
group, I was able to participate thanks to the
delivery and help of the Latin American and
Caribbean Community. 

I was part of the 36% of women participants,
with a 64% of men convoked, numbers that
give us a motive to think about the status of the
woman in the church. But in that reality, the
feminine voice had a lot of relevance in the
Assembly. 

I thank God for having been a witness and pro-

tagonist of this un-
precedent ecclesias-
tical event, where
we felt the fresh
force of the Holy
Spirit causing “trou-
ble”, loosing our
post, uninstalling us,
urging us to unlearn
to learn the different
ways of being of the
church, where as
much as the people
present and the “vir-
tual” had one same feeling in the moments of
discernment of the realities. 

Those of us who were sharing in a presential
manner in the House of Encounters of the
Episcopal Conference in Mexico, also formed
a harmonic community and very diverse, car-
dinals, reporters, priests, seculars, bishops,
devotees, and people of service that also where
here in a permanent manner. Our journeys
where intense, a breakfast at 6:30 am in the
morning marked the beginning of community
living together and a long journey which fin-
ished after 9:00 pm. The morning prayers
showed us the beginning of our day, some re-

Miriam Gónzalez
CLC in Paraguay



mounted me to the Worldwide Assembly
which took place in Buenos Aires, with signs
and similar components and the environment
of discernment very ours. The groups were
conformed from the South, North, East and
West, we went walking from the macro to the
micro. In the group which I participated the
consensus of topics was done in an attitude of
discerning prayer, every member assuming the
feeling of this existential frontiers that hurt
and those which we must answer as “outgoing
missionary disciples”.

Since the beginning we became aware that a
document would not come out as thought, only
pastoral challenges which we shall assume to
spread the Kingdom there were we are sent to
be in mission. In the documents synthesis and

the one of insight, the CLC appears as
a sign of hope in the Church, giving a
reply to the LGBTQ+ community and
having some ecumenical community
where faith is shared. 

Start and end this moment of God in
the history, this Kairos, with our
mother, the Virgin of Guadalupe,
made us feel more than ever the Mar-
ian identity of the continent. I take the
words of Cardinal Marc Ouellet, PSS,
in the closure Eucharistic Celebration:
I hope that each time we make more
progress in the love experience, of the
sincere listening of the diversity, of
the patience to integrate the participa-
tion of all and the happiness that

springs from the fraternal and synodal com-
munion.”

The Assembly of Latin America and the
Caribbean has not finished, it was initiated, it
is a process that will continue with twelve
challenges, within which the CLC is commit-
ted, because “we are a gift for the church and
the world”.

My final reflection moves me to express that I
feel that the path of the CLC today, is to con-
solidate the sharing all that has been received
and donate it with gratitude as a live and dy-
namic missionary church and go out to the en-
counter of the most vulnerable frontiers, mak-
ing them their center.

Original: Spanish
Translated by Jennifer Fox



Introduction
We’ve had our own share of the challenges of
spreading CLC to parishes of non-Jesuit com-
munities. The core challenge is that almost all
diocesan parishes in Nigeria are either oblivi-
ous of the activities of the CLC or its existence
anywhere. Of course, CLC exists in some non-
Jesuit parishes but only on structures already
created a long time ago by the founder, E.A,
Rev. Fr. Dominic Totaro, SJ.

The other challenge was the pandemic that
forced us to migrate our local community
meetings including the national teams to virtu-
al platforms which were greeted with poor
turnout. This is because many a member of the
community is neither familiar with the digital
platforms nor could afford the device and data
to use them. We embraced WhatsApp and
Zoom as tools to keep our spirituality going
forward, as a community. When the lockdown
was lifted, we resumed our physical meetings
and programmes.

Moves to secure CLC Approval 
The national team felt a great concern about
growing the membership of CLC through pre-
sentations and consequently embarked on var-
ious membership drives. Unfortunately, some
parish priests declined permission and recom-
mended we see the Bishop for CLC approval
in the Dioceses, instead. This we embraced.

Failed Attempts
We embarked on CLC awareness campaigns
targeting the Western Region. The team turned
up fine. In 2019, the executive officers of
Western Region, in Lagos State, in the compa-
ny of the Ecclesiastical Assistant (E.A.) of
Christian Life Community in Nigeria, Rev. Fr
Paschal Ononouju (SJ) paid an official visit to
his Grace, the Archbishop of Metropolitan Sea
of Lagos, Rt. Rev. Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins
(DD). The purpose of the visit was to seek of-

ficial recognition and promotion
of CLC in all the Parishes in La-
gos Archdiocese. 

The Archbishop warmly wel-
comed us as we presented him
with a letter introducing the CLC
and a copy of the General Princi-
ples of CLC in Nigeria. So hearty
a welcome we received from him.
Our national E.A., Rev. Fr.
Paschal Ononouju (SJ) formerly,
but this time, in appealing spoken
words, presented the crux of the
visit and the Archbishop gave a
positive response. He said that he was happy
about the visit and promised to attend to our
request. He assured us we would get a reply
through the Apostolate Centre. 

Six months sped away with no response com-
ing by from the Apostolate Centre or any-
where. So, we sent a reminder to the secretary
of the Archbishop who again promised to
communicate to us, but never has. We still are
hopeful that the approval would be secured in
the region. However, we decided to try else-
where in another region.

CLC in Nigeria: Share Ignatian Spirituality
to members of  the diocese
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Approval secured in the Benin
City Region 
We decided to replicate the approach we used
in the Lagos Western Region, in the Benin
City Region where Jesuit presence is promi-
nent. Benin region is growing in spirituality
and in numbers – with just a few communities
in the Jesuit Parish of St. Joseph's. The visit to
the Archbishop was to mobilize prospective
CLC members from other diocesan parishes so
they could equally share in the richness of the
Ignatian spirituality. 

A meeting with the Archbishop was booked
and we were to meet him at the chancery. He
said it was mandatory for us to be present with
our E.A. A representative of E.A. Rev. Fr.
Paschal Ononouju, SJ who couldn't travel
from his place of mission within that time, was
chosen. It was Rev. Fr. Charles Madu (SJ), the
Acting Parish Priest of St. Joseph Catholic
Church, Benin City. He has been effectively
collaborating with CLC in the parish.

Fr. Charles Madu (SJ) presented CLC to the
Archbishop of the Metropolitan Sea of Benin
City, Most Rev. Augustine Obiora Akubeze
and left the floor open for other members to in-
teract with the Archbishop and respond to his
questions. The CLC formation booklet, the
General Principles alongside the Constitution
were presented to the Archbishop.

The Archbishop of Benin City Region was
convinced that CLC is an international organi-
zation that practices the Ignatian spirituality
that enables members to share their life expe-
riences and scriptures with one another in lo-
cal communities. This engenders a godly liv-
ing and helps members stay comported in grat-
itude for everything. He nodded his head in
approval as he glanced through the General
Principles and the Constitution. 

The Archbishop was visibly excited and ap-
preciated the visit with a huge sense of hu-
mour. He asked teasingly if CLC would recruit
him to become Ignatian too, since we are pas-
sionate about promoting the spirituality in the
Archdiocese of Benin City. 

The Archbishop gave an approval immediate-
ly and asked to meet with the chancellor of the
Archdiocese of Benin, Very Rev. Fr. Michael

Delegations to the office of the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Benin City.
From L-R - Mrs. Blessing Imumoren, Dr. William Ekunwe, Rev. Fr. Charles Madu,
SJ, the Archbishop of the Metropolitan Sea of Benin City, Most Rev. Augustine,

Obiora Akubeze, Mrs. Felicia Aigbiremhon, Mr. Ogundele David Olusegun

DSSE Mass for our newly formed youths members of our community in
Benin Region which was held on June 18, 2022 

The national team

Visit to the Archbishop of Metropolitan Sea of Lagos by CLC delegation in
West Region: Rev. Dr. Alfred Adewale Martins (DD), Rev. Fr. Paschal

Ononouju Sj, (National EA), Mr. Chimeka Wilfred, Mrs. Beatrice Nwachukwu,
Miss Anthonia Isugozo and Engr. Ibe Nwachukwu.



Oyanoafoh who signed the letter on his behalf.
The letter was available the following day. We
were even given the soft copy too. And, that
wasn’t all we received. The Archbishop gave
us a gift: a book entitled, The four signs of a
dynamic Catholic by Matthew Kelly.

The Archbishop's approval is seen as a gift to
CLC and CLC a Gift for the Church and the
World.

Our Spiritual Exercises which we have en-
couraged our members to experience, the
graces of local community faith sharing and
the call to our apostolate mission. These and
many others are our gifts to the church to cre-
ate more awareness of the spirituality of St. Ig-
natius of Loyola. 

Conclusion
The letter has been dispatched to the various
parishes awaiting invitation for CLC presenta-
tions.

With the approval letter, some parishes have
welcomed CLC and dates have been fixed for
presentations. 

CLC Nigerian has enjoyed remarkable collab-
oration with the Jesuit fathers in Nigeria – es-
pecially in parishes where Jesuits are present.
CLC has been involved in all activities of the
Jesuits especially the great Ignatian500 pre-
activities and celebrations. We’ve equally en-
joyed retreats in our daily lives organized by
the Jesuit fathers online during weekends and
days of recollections.

LEARNING 
Our learning in all of these is the importance
of persistence against all odds and persistence
in offering the CLC as a gift for the Church.
We shall continue to work hard in earning
more approvals from other parishes in Nigeria,
with the continuous support of the Jesuits. 

Original: English
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Peter Osiowhemu (Consultor), Rev Fr. Nicholas Ibeneme CM, Engr. Ibe Nwanchukwu (Consultor) and Mr. Chimeka Wilfred

Participants at 2018 6th national assembly held in Lagos



On February 24, 2022, the media report-
ed that Russia had invaded Ukraine.
Unfortunately, something happened

that everyone could not believe until the end –
the outbreak of war in Europe! This war sur-
prised and frightened us, especially because of
its geographical proximity. It was difficult to
understand the enormous cruelty of the ag-
gressors and the unwillingness of ordinary
Russians to accept that this was a war of harm
and evil, and not a special operation, as the
Russian media presented it. Images came to
mind that we used to read about - the Holo-
caust, and not so long ago Yugoslavia or
Rwanda.... It is difficult to find meaning in this
war. In a natural and spontaneous way, mem-
bers of the CLC, like many Poles, came to the
aid of our suffering neighbors. From the first
day of the war, by surrounding Ukraine with
prayer, we started raising financial and materi-
al help, an effort which is still going on.

Many families took in refugees, most often
women with children, because the men stayed
in their country to fight for its freedom. To this
day, one such family is the Telicki family and
here is Justyna’s testimony: 

“The news about the outbreak of war in
Ukraine caused deep anxiety, helplessness,
anger and fear in many of us. However, de-
spite those difficult emotions, we also tried to
look for the best ways to help the refugees who
were arriving in Poland with every passing
day. The beginning was difficult - discerning
what was the most needed, how to help wisely
and quickly, what actions to take. We knew
that the needs were enormous: providing ac-
commodation and food, helping with transport
to other cities, translating the documents, help-
ing with learning the Polish language, looking
for jobs, organizing activities for children as
well as providing psychological support. 

Many Poles acted spontaneously, welcoming
Ukrainians into their homes, volunteering in
places of accommodation and organizing col-
lections of necessary goods. 

For me personally, the first weeks after the
outbreak of war were very difficult, because I
felt a strong desire to help, but due to my many
commitments, I did not manage to do it. At
that time, I felt that I was not doing much,
apart from helping two students who joined

War between Russia and Ukraine
ExCo of CLC in Poland
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my class. On a few occasions we talked to our
children about welcoming refugees, but they
were not ready for it. They had concerns, and
my husband and I decided that we would wait
until everyone was certain about this kind of
commitment.

My confessor helped me a lot during that time.
Thanks to him I understood that there were
many people acting spontaneously, helping as
much as they could, but the demand for the
help would not stop and someone would have
to replace those whose resources run out. I did
not have to wait for too long...

It turned out that a Ukrainian family from Irpin
(a mother, a 14-year-old son and an 18-year-old
daughter) had to leave the room they had previ-
ously occupied. The family who had taken them
in could no longer host them. We then decided
that we would welcome them into our home.
We were very concretely supported by our local
community who helped to organize beds. 

Welcoming the refugees proved to be a bless-
ing for us. With the help of our primary com-
munity, we celebrated the 18th birthday of our
guest - the community became involved in the
preparation of the birthday present. The moth-
er immediately found a job, which gave her a
sense of purpose. Now we are learning to live
in a community of two families - we take turns
making the dinner, we share housekeeping, we
talk, we play board games with the children,
we go for walks, we go sightseeing and help
with homework. We are also planning to take
Nastya and Yuri on a CLC holiday. The whole
family is learning Polish very quickly. Now,
their greatest challenge is that of returning to
their homeland. They have many concerns, but
at the same time they are missing the husband
and the father. 

The most touching moment for me was with
our son, who had the most concerns and hesi-
tation. One day, he admitted that although he
felt more tired about having more people in the

War between Russia and Ukraine
ExCo of CLC in Poland
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house, he also found it nice to have a bigger
family. We are also very happy that our seven-
seater car can now be used to its maximum ca-
pacity. There is a lot of gratitude in us for be-
ing able to share with others what we our-
selves have been blessed with.

Meeting someone who is in need, who had to
leave everything – home, work, school, all the
provisions, studies – to save herself and her
children teaches me that everything is a grace.
“What do you have that you did not receive?”
(1 Corinthians 4:7) 

The humility of our guests from Ukraine and
their gratitude is so moving and heartwarming.
It reminds me every day that here on earth we
are all brothers and sisters. God has made it
possible for us to meet, so that we can look in-
to each other’s faces and see Christ.”

Given the difficult history of Polish-Ukrainian
relations during World War II, the clash of the
current overwhelming goodness of our com-
patriots toward the Ukrainians with the memo-
ry of those experiences of conflict gives us
hope that in God all things are possible, in-
cluding the rebuilding of brotherly relations
where humanly speaking it seems unrealistic.

We also thank you for all the financial and
prayerful support we receive from all over the
world, without which it would be difficult for
us to carry out this assistance effort, which
does not promise to be short-term.

National Council of CLC in Poland
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Patrick O’Sullivan SJ was a faith-filled person who inspired countless CLC people
and communities. He lived a life of radical insight, service and mission to the lay vo-
cation and World Christian Life Community. To fully understand the gift he gave us,
we need to situate him in the context of the world and Church of 1960s. Vatican II
gave us the powerful image of Church as the whole ‘People of God’. This com-
pelling image helped us realise all people were called to holiness – lay women and
men, priests and religious. This was a radical revelation and call which Patrick em-
braced wholeheartedly.

Like many people I am so very grateful to the Spirit for the person and gift of Patrick
O’Sullivan SJ. I was born in 1943 and am not a theologian, so I offer a truly ‘lay’ and
personal reflection on how Patrick affected my vocation from a 16-year-old to the
present. Patrick was one of the first three Jesuits I met.

I was naturally reflective and lived faith as fully as I could as early as a 16-year-old
living in regional Victoria. Some hours away from Melbourne’s Jesuit houses, I sensed a call to
something ‘more’. Others presumed I would enter religious life like several of my classmates at
the Mercy College. But I knew deep down that was not where I was called. I fell in love with my
husband John in the 1960s, we married in 1965, and went to live on the family farm. How was I
to live a full spiritual life as lay woman, wife, and mother in community? A difficult parish situ-
ation led John and I to gather a small group of lay people and to seek the way ahead.

After studying some theology, in 1982 I read of the first CLC Course in Sydney Australia with
Patrick O’Sullivan and Josee Gsell. It ‘stayed’ with me. Soon I travelled to the second course in
Sydney and made my first 8 day silent personally guided retreat. There was a profound sense of

The radical insight, service and
mission of  Patrick O’Sullivan SJ
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‘coming home’. I had found the way to which I was called; an Ignatian way of Christian life.
Soon I was invited to be part of a ‘guiding community’ in Victoria.

Patrick became a treasured spiritual friend and mentor. He encouraged us in the journey of notic-
ing, sensing, discerning personally and communally the call of the Spirit to fullness of life. This
was radically grounded in the Gospel renewal called for by Vatican II. Patrick walked with us on
the path of becoming aware, listening reflectively to inner movements as well as the words spo-
ken, and in deepening our relationship with Jesus. In this pattern of faith, spiritual conversation
became a way of being.

Patrick served as Vice-Ecclesiastical Assistant alongside Josee Gsell and Jose Reyes at the
World CLC Secretariat in Rome, before returning to Australia. Patrick was a constant friend to
CLC and the gift of his life will remain with us forever.

A testimony from José Reyes
Patrick was an outstanding person, a good friend to many of us, a wise and inspiring jesuit. 

I met him for the first time in January 1982 when he and Josée Gsell came to Chile for a Latin-
American formation course for jesuits involved in CLC. At the same time and in the same place
Cecilia, myself and our then 3 months son Nicolas were there in 8 days Spiritual Exercises fol-
lowed by a formation course inspired in the General Assembly in Manila in 1976. I believe that
was there when they began to think of me to take over from Josée as Ex.Sec.

We met again in December 1984 when I was invited to guide a youth CLC colloquium in Rome.
I keep his beautiful present for that Christmas (a Russian icon).

Later when we arrived in Rome on March 1986, we were already 5 in the family. Patrick and Fr
Juan Ochagavia were at the airport to welcome us and take us home where Joseé was expecting
with dinner.

During my first year in office, I could share with Patrick and received significant support, valu-
able information and wise advice, appart from sharing daily eucharist at the secretariat and also
some nice conversations enjoying his particular sense of humour. He also volunteered himself
from time to time to care our children in our flat so that Cecilia and myself could have a walk or
a pizza with some peace. He had a particular sensitivity regarding family life and lay vocation.
So my prayer is in gratitude for his life and companionship
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Keeping the relationship with Jesus 
Jesus, best friend,

may your soul give life to me
may your flesh be food for me may you warm my hardened heart.

Jesus, best friend,
may your tears now wash me clean

may your passion keep me strong may you listen to my plea.
Jesus, best friend,

may your wound take in my hurts
may your gaze be fixed on me may I not betray your love.

Jesus, best friend, may you call me at death’s door
may you hold me close to you

may you place me with God’s saints
may I ever sing your praise.

Amen.
Fr. Patrick O’Sullivan
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During his time as World Vice-
Ecclesiastical Assistant,
Fr Patrick helped us to reflect
with the Progressio Supplement
No. 23. The title was "Ignatian
Spirituality and CLC
Formation". A document that
presents a correlation between
the Spiritual Exercises and
CLC Formation. An invitation
to re-visit our own personal
experience. It is a good
moment to remember Patrick

and to re-read this writing that Fr Patrick left us and that we keep in
our physical and digital archive. You can download it here:
http://archive.cvx-clc.net/bitstream/handle/123456789/561/PS_23_1984%20En.pdf?sequence=1
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World CLC Secretariat in Rome
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- The prayer room in the World CLC
Secretariat in Rome
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Progressio is the official publica-
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community, supplement formation,
and promote apostolic works. By
publishing stories, reflections,
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to reinforce, challenge and deepen
the community’s understanding
and living of the CLC Charism,
Ignatian Spirituality and the gospel
values

ABOUT OUR LOGO

We did not go too far to find inspiration
for the logo of the Christian Life
Community (CLC). Countless books have
been written about the Salvation history
of CLC and its beginning in year 1563.
From that came the Marian
Congregations and its symbol (shown on
the top right), having the “P” over the
“X” (for the Greek Christus) and the
inserted “M” illustrates that the
Congregations were put under the
patronage of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
The blue curved line illustrates a
movement forward to one World
Community in 1967; hence the globe.
From this new beginning came a new
name: Communauté de Vie Chrétienne
(CVX) in French; Comunidad de Vida
Cristiana (CVX) in Spanish; Christian
Life Community (CLC) in English.

CLC General Assembly 2023 Logo

The logo of the World Assembly in Amiens1 is inspired by that of CLC in France, which shows three char-
acters walking on a path, like the Emmaus companions in search of new hope.
In the CLC France logo background, we see the sun, of a characteristic yellow. 
For the world gathering in Amiens, the sun in the background is replaced by the Earth, which the three
characters are invited to roam. They just have to follow the path that winds freely around the globe.
Indeed, the hope of the Gospel promises more than a better future: it announces that the Kingdom is
already here, living in and around us. 
It is up to us to explore the world to find God in all things!
Therefore, just like the Magi who walked under the guidance of a star, the three characters in the logo
advance towards the world with their eyes fixed on the dove, which guides them along the way.
Trusting, they follow it: the texts in the Bible see the dove as a messenger of hope and a sign of the Holy
Spirit.
The dove is also known to announce peace. It evokes so many men, women and children who are hoping
for an end to war. They remind us that the discernment of paths for hope is not an abstract issue.
The yellow of the path is that of the sun that illuminates the CLC in France logo.
The tones of the colors have been chosen carefully; the blue-green tone harmonizes with the sunny, warm
yellow. Blue suggests the spiritual dimension; green suggests hope.
The titles are handwritten, and some elements are neither regular, centered nor precise, 
• just as with the irregular stroke of the original CLC in France logo, 
• just as with the spirit of Creation:  Nothing is straight or square... but it is so beautiful!2
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1 Created by Bernard Debelle, member of CLC in France
2 This remark concerns Creation: for the logo, it remains a matter of taste ;-)
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